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Excerpt from PACER 

SAY: 
Child with a disability 
 
Person with cerebral palsy 
 
Person who is deaf or hard of hearing 
 
Person with a cognitive disability 
 
Person with epilepsy or person with a seizure disorder 
 
Person who has … 
from, victim 
 
Without speech, nonverbal 
 
Developmental delay 
 
Emotional disorder, or mentally ill 
 
Uses a wheelchair 
 
With Down Syndrome 
 
Has a learning disability 
 
Nondisabled 
 
Has a physical disability 
 
Congenital disability 
 
Condition  
 
Seizures 
 
Cleft lip 
 
Mobility impaired 
 
Medically involved, or has a chronic illness 
 
Paralyzed 
 
Has hemiplegia 
 
Has quadriplegia 

INSTEAD OF: 
Disabled or handicapped 
 
C.P., or spastic 
 
Deaf and dumb 
 
Mentally retarded; intellectual retard 
 
Epileptic 
 
 
Afflicted, suffers 
 
Mute, dumb 
 
Slow 
 
Crazy, insane 
 
Confined to a wheelchair 
 
Mongoloid, retard 
 
Is learning disabled 
 
Normal, healthy 
 
Crippled 
 
Birth defect 
 
Disease (unless it IS a disease) 
 
Fits or spells 
 
Hare lip 
 
Lame 
 
Sickly 
 
Invalid or paralytic 
 
Hemiplegic 
 
Quadriplegic 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This article can be downloaded from the internet at: 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/earlylearning/joint-statement-full-text.pdf 

 

Excerpt from full document 

 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/earlylearning/joint-statement-full-text.pdf


 

Working with Infants and Toddlers with Special Health Care Needs 

Glossary of terms 

Bili lights: specialized lights to treat jaundice 

Child Find: process to find, refer, and evaluate infants and toddlers suspected of having or 

known to have a developmental delay or disability 

Cleft palate: split or opening in the roof of the mouth; can involve the hard palate (the bony 

front portion of the roof of the mouth), and/or the soft palate (the soft back portion of the roof 

of the mouth); affects speech production and feeding. 

Continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP): treatment that uses mild air pressure to keep the 

airways open 

Early Intervention services: services which provide support for an infant or toddler’s 

developmental and medical needs, parent training and education and access to resources.  

Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO): treatment used for infants with life-

threatening heart and/or lung problems; tubing moves blood from an infant to the “ECMO 

lung” and back to the infant  

Extremely low birth weight infants (ELBW): born less than 1000 grams 

Individualized      Family Service Plan (IFSP): legal plan describing the services and supports a 

family will receive for their infant or toddler with a disability or delays  

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA):  was enacted by Congress in 

1975 to ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to receive a free appropriate 

public education. 

 

Intraventricular hemorrhage: referred to as “brain bleed”; categorized Grades I-IV for severity; 

most often occur in infants born at less than 30 weeks gestation or under 1500 grams and 

during first days of life 

 

Low birth weight (LBW): born between 1001 to 1500 grams (454 grams = one pound)  

Medically fragile: infants and toddlers at increased risk of a chronic physical, developmental, 

behavioral, or emotional condition requiring ongoing health care and related services 

Micrognathia: small jaw; can affect speech production as well as coordination of breathing and 

speech production; may affect ability to accept fluids and food items orally  



Monitor: machines used to monitor an infant’s breathing (respiration), blood pressure and 

oxygen level. The piece that connects the infant to the monitor may be attached to the skin or 

appendage (finger or toe).  

Neonatal intensive care unit (NICU): specialized post-birth unit providing care for premature 

newborns and newborns who are medically fragile; designated by Level (1, 2, 3 and 4) 

Prematurity – born before 36 weeks gestation 

Scans: There are various types of scans that can be performed but require sedation and 

movement of an infant to another location in the hospital. The two most common types are 

computer assisted tomography – CAT scan – and magnetic resonance imaging – MRI.    

Tube feeding: when a young child cannot accept fluids or solid foods by mouth, one or more 

types of tube feeding may be necessary; a gavage tube is placed in the mouth and connects to 

the stomach, a nasogastric tube is inserted into the nose, a gastrostomy tube provides nutrients 

directly to the stomach, intravenous feeding is through a vein via an infusion pump.  

Ultrasound: creates detailed images of blood vessels, tissues, and organs such as the brain, 

heart and abdomen.  

X-rays: used to produce images of internal tissues, bones and/or organs; can be used to check 

for obstructions and blockages.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


